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PERTH CITY FARM CAF É -  

AN EXCITING NEW 

ENTERPRISE!  

  
An interview with Rosanne Scott ï  

director of  Perth City Farm  
by Keith Shackleton 

  
From its inception City Farmôs initial fund-raising efforts 
centered around catering at events.  We made the best tofu 
and vegie burgers in town.  After using our small building at 
the front gates -  (formally a Tally room for the Vacuum Oil 
Company b.1929) - as a kitchen to cater from, affectionately 
known as the ñTombò after the ñgrafò piece on the outside wall  
ï our Treasurer  Coral Buscombe suggested that the site was 
ideal for a small caf® kitchen.  Coralôs brainwave ñswitched onò 
Thomôs ñlight bulbò, who from that time worked hard for the 
vision to become a reality.  Thom, with the assistance of Mary 
McLoughlin, submitted plans to the East Perth Redevelopment 
Authority and the City of Perth for approval ï this came In 
March 1998.  Due to our lack of permanent tenure for City 
Farm the Café remained a dream. In 2006, after the tenure 
issue had been resolved, Thom had the plans updated via the 
generous contribution of John Hodgins (Designer). 
  
The aims of this venture are to increase public knowledge of 
healthy eating, importance of organic agriculture, to enhance 
City Farmôs markets, and to further integrate our educational 
partnership with Central TAFE. 
  
Eating together is a great community-building and fun activity. 
We envisage that the café will be a wonderful meeting place 

that will help to integrate City Farm with the local community.  
Good quality food in a great setting at a reasonable cost ï 
what could be better? 
  
The opportunity to build the Café presented itself in the form of 
the Federal Governmentôs DEEWR ñInvesting in Community 
Education and Training (ICET) element of the Teaching 
and Learning Capital Fundò grant.  A team comprised of 
Anne Goodall (Growing Communities), Yonna Sunderland 
(Central TAFE) Ian Rawlings (Chair management Committee 
of City Farm) and John Hodgins joined Thom and Rosanne to 
write the grant application. Sandra Krempl MOTT CEO 
returned from holidays to find that the load of pulling the whole 
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application together fell on her expert shoulders ï the rest is 
history!  
 
We have been fortunate to have as part of an Advisory 
Committee Julie Broad, Jude Blereau and Irene Verterama. 
Thank you to Julie Broad Proprietor of the ñFood Storeò ð Deli 
Café in West Perth for her generous contribution of knowledge 
and time for this project. 
  
The caf® is one of City Farmôs ñEnterpriseò initiatives.  We 
have employed Luke Durcan as the Manager to run our café. 
Trainees and volunteers will assist in running the café  
throughout the week.  Opening days will be Monday to 
Saturday. On weekdays it will be open from 7.00am till 
3.00pm. We will serve breakfast and lunch to commuters and 
the local community, and on Saturdays it will be open during 
market time. We also envisage utilising the café during special 
events and functions.   

New tiled dining area taking shape. 

Tables being surfaced.       Kitchen equipment is now installed. 


